
Atlanta, GA, Aug 5 ɬ 8, 

2010. The 2011 conference 

will be held in Los Ange-

les, CA. Aug 11 ɬ 14, 2011 

with a new chapter host-

ing. 

At the local level, Sew 

Away is fully booked with 

30 members attending. The 

Fall Sewing Extravaganza 

registration form is en-

closed in this newsletter. 

Please register early as 

some classes have limited 

seating. 

Just remember: The optimist 

sees a donut, a pessimist, the 

hole. In these times we  need to 

share the donuts. 

Keep on Stitching 

Jacki 

September is National 

Sewing Month. The obser-

vation was begun in 1982 

with a proclamation from 

/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ-ÐßÖÕɯɁ(ÕɯÙÌÊÖÎɪ

nition of the importance of 

home sewing in our Na-

ÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ ÚɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ 2&ɯ

ɁȱÛÏÌɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÏÖÔÌɯ

ÚÌÞÐÕÎȱɂɯÐÚɯÖÜÙɯ×ÙÐÔÈÙàɯ

objective.  The theme for 

ÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÐÚɯɁ1ÌÜÚÌȮɯ

1ÌÔÈÒÌȮɯ1ÌÚÛàÓÌɂȭɯɯ ÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯ

one of the class choices in 

the Fall Sewing Extrava-

ÎÈÕáÈɯÐÚɯɁ%ÈÚÏÐÖÕɯ1ÌËÌÚɪ

ÐÎÕȭɂ 

The middle of July was the 

annual ASG Conference in 

Albuquerque, NM and I 

really looked forward to at-

tending. Wednesday, July 

15th was Leadership Training 

Day, and the discussion had 

to do with retaining Regional 

Representatives. The vote did 

not pass to remove the Re-

gional Representatives from 

the bylaws, but the budget 

does not provide funding for 

these positions. There will be 

new procedures as head-

quarters determines how to 

provide help to the chapter 

presidents in the future.  

Connie Crawford was in-

ËÜÊÛÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯɁ2ÌÞÐÕÎɯ'ÈÓÓɯ

ÖÍɯ%ÈÔÌȭɂɯ2ÏÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÎÈÝÌɯÈɯ

breakfast talk on forecasting 

for the next year, eco friendly 

fabrics, the use of vegetable 

fibers, finer  micro wools, 

spinning techniques for finer 

and softer yarns, the revival 

of ancient dyeing techniques 

and extraordinary products 

based on recycling. 

I took classes on Wearable 

Art, Closet Navigation, A 

Perfect Wardrobe, Sewing 

like a Pro and the  Perfect 

Bag. I will share information 

on these in later newsletters.  

We went to Old Town one 

night for dinner, Liz and I 

took the tram to the top of 

Sandia Peak and visited the 

Balloon Museum. I met a lot 

of sewing guild members 

and had a great time. Thank 

you for letting me represent 

our chapter. 

The annual conference 

next year will be held in 
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Guess we have finally arrived at the 

ɁËÖÎɯËÈàÚɯÖÍɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɂȵȵȵȵɯɯÓɯÔÈÙÝÌÓɯ

every day at the green of the fields 

around us in Erie this late into the 

summer. All that rain has kept every-

thing from burning up and it sure 

looks nice. Plus, we saved a ton on wa-

ter costs, and I hope you have too! 

Have you been sewing this sum-

mer? Typically, if you are like most 

sewers, your production drops off 

during summer as vacations take 

priority over indoor activities. But 

you can still accomplish something 

useful in your sewing room with just 

a few hours of time. How about reor-

ganizing your fabric and supplies? 

This is a great task to work on dur-

ing the cooler evening hours when 

àÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÓÐÎÏÛȭɯ ÓÚÖȮɯÛÙàɯ

looking at your current furniture 

placement in your sewing room and 

imagine a different layout that might 

make sewing easier. You can really 

have fun with this by making a mock 

up floor plan of your room and the 

pieces in it, and then move the 

pieces into different configurations 

until you have created a better work 

area. lf you use a scale of 1 inch to 1 

foot, you can fit almost any room 

onto 2 sheets of copier paper. l have 

started on this because l gave my 

sister all the furniture in our spare 

room so that l can move my 2 huge 

bookcases out of my sewing room 

and into the spare room. l am hoping 

that by turning my sewing table 90 

degrees, l can access the cutting table 

that extends off the back of it. l will 

use my mock up to try various lay-

outs until l am pleased with the re-

sults. By doing the moving on paper 

you only have to move furniture 

once, which saves a lot of back 

breaking work.  

We are quickly approaching election 

time for our Guild. We need new peo-

ple to step up and take over the many 

soon to be vacant board positions. 

Without your participation there will 

be no Guild activities to look forward 

to, and no one to help the Guild run 

and thrive. Please consider serving on 

the board for next year. Monthly time 

needed is under 5 hours for most posi-

tions. WE NEED YOU!!! 

Membership Report, August 2009  
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Sandy Schmauderer 

VP, Membership 

September renewals: 

Jane Clemens 

Judy Davis 

Pat Donovan 

Pat Dopheide 

Denise Dundon 

Susan Eich 

Virgie Elbourn  

Loraine Lacey  

Marcia Latkin  

Linda Lundgren  

Nancy Manchego 

Shirley McKeever 

Georgia Michael 

Barbara Nagoda 

Heidi Normandin  

 Kim Pens 

Gwem Peterson 

Minerva Pokorney  

Rebecca Pressley  

Toni Pruenda  

Joyce Small 

Marie Troutmany  

October Renewals  

Margaret Bailey 

Kathy Black 

Sue Burge 

Joan Canfield 

Alice Dalby  

Beth Ann Folsom  

Mary Giles  

Regina Gudheim 

Cheryl Holliday  

Deborah Jensen 

Sydne McCoskey  

Roxie Miles 

Rae Moore 

Lamar Noble  

Mary Beth Oursler  

Carol Peters 

Theresa Pingel 

Dorothy Quincy  

Roberta Raley 

Jennifer Ray 

Diana Rosseau 

Kris Schaufelberger 

Janet Schindele 

Mary Sealman 

Elena Stampher  
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(ɀÝÌɯÛÖÓËɯàÖÜɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÔàɯɁÚÌÞÓɂɯ

sister, Claire Shaeffer, creator of Cus-

tom Couture patterns for Vogue pat-

terns, whose classic books include the 

Fabric Sewing Guide, now in 2 nd edi-

tion, and Couture Sewing Techniques.  

(ɀÝÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÖÓËɯàÖÜɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÔàɯɁÚÌÞÓɂɯ

brother, David Page Coffin, formerly 

the associate editor of Threads maga-

zine. They have teamed up to produce 

a detailed and breathtaking Compact 

Disc which is like stepping right inside 

ÛÏÌɯÔÈÕàɯÊÓÖÚÌÛÚɯÐÕɯ"ÓÈÐÙÌɀÚɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÐÕɯ

Palm Springs, California. Believe me, 

she has lots of closets, because I have 

ÉÌÌÕɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÕËɯÚÌÌÕɯÛÏÌÔɯÈÓÓȱȭÈÕËɯ(ɯ

had the privilege of helping film her 

Chanel collection for this CD.  

There are over 800 photos in all of 20 

couture garments by the house of 

Chanel, 7 Ready-to-Wear garments, 

and about 25 garments by famous de-

signers who created similar styles. For 

this CD, David took photos of every 

facet of the garmentsɭboth overall 

shots as well as the minute details like 

hand-embroidered buttonholes, chain 

weighted hems, braid -trimmed pock-

ets and 

quilted lin-

ings that 

are 

"ÏÈÕÌÓɀÚɯ

signature 

tech-

niques. 

Every gar-

ment is 

photo-

graphed 

inside and 

out, in clear, close-focus and true-to-

color photos that let you study every 

detail and count every stitch. It is easy 

to read and navigate his well -

organized CD using Adobe Reader 

version 9. 

 ËËɯÛÖɯ#ÈÝÐËɀÚɯÎÓÖÙÐÖÜÚɯ×ÏÖÛÖÚɯ

"ÓÈÐÙÌɀÚɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕ-packed written 

explanations of how these garments 

are constructed, their provenance, 

dates, design and technical features, 

and you have a true front row seat to 

learn what makes a Chanel garment, 

and how to make them yourself, or at 

least incorporate some couture tech-

nique into your own sewing repertoire. 

Sophisticated shoppers will also learn 

what to look for in the best -made gar-

ments, and how to tell real Chanels 

from fakes. Art historians and museum 

curators need to know which details to 

study to authenticate their 

ÏÖÓËÐÕÎÚȮɯÈÕËɯ"ÓÈÐÙÌɀÚɯÌß×ÓÈɪ

nations and examples pro-

vide a wealth of resources 

for studying and identifying 

these quality garments. 

Over the years, I have been 

×ÙÐÝÐÓÌÎÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ"ÓÈÐÙÌɀÚɯ

teaching assistant at many of 

her Chanel workshops and 

museum studies. She never 

ceases to amaze me with her 

breadth of knowledge and 

astounding memory for his-

torical facts about these gar-

ments and how they are made. I am so 

ÎÓÈËɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯÏÈÚɯÚÏÈÙÌËɯÛÏÌɯɁ!ÌÏÐÕËɯ

ÛÏÌɯ2ÌÈÔÚɂɯÚÌÊÙÌÛÚɯÖÍɯÏÌÙɯÌßÛÌÕÚÐÝÌɯ

collection in this CD. Volume two will 

focus on other well -known designers. 

There is nothing like being inspired by 

the greatest clothes in the world. Take 

a long look, then design and sew your 

own.  

Sewing with Joy  

Review by Dr. Joy Landeira 

Claire Shaeffer, Behind the Seams: The Shaeffer Collection Volume One: CHANEL. Sewfari@earthlink.net, 2009. $ 45.00.  

mailto:Sewfari@earthlink.net
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Neighborhood  Groups 



Fall Sewing Extravaganza Registration Form  
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Fall Sewing Extravaganza Registration Form  
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Neighborhood Group Coordinator  Liz Smith  

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP TIP LINE  

When you peel off pieces of water soluble stabilizer, 

drop them into a small jar, then when you need a 

little stiffening around a button hole or wherever, 

soak the area with a little of the solution, press with 

a dry iron -works like a charm.  

Wind bobbins slowly, thread stretches and when you 

stitch the thread relaxes and results in a puckered 

seam (particularly true of polyesters).  

An inexpensive brush used for applying powder or 

blush is great for cleaning the lint out of your sew-

ing machine.  

When trimming scallops use pinking shears, this saves 

having to clip and is a nice even finish.  

Use up all threads that you do not want any longer on 

your serger, mixing colors gives you a tweed effect 

and does not show.  

The ASG Conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 

was well represented by Neighborhood Group 

Leaders. 

Karen Campbell ɬ Colorado Springs (Day Group)  

Pam Harrison and Susan McClernan ɬ Crazy 

Stitchers (Eve Group) 

Lu Rogers ɬ Broomfield Piecemakers 

Gerri Dennison ɬ Longmont Day Stitchers 

Barbara Elliott ɬ 'È××àɯ'ÖÜÙɯ2ÌÞɀÕɯ3ÌÓÓɯÈÕËɯ.Õɯ

Pins and Needles 

Susi Perry ɬ Fashion Nuts with Attitude  

Rhea Dawn Wilborn ɬ Mesa Center Folds  

Of course many of the attendees were members of 

these groups.  What a wealth of information they 

will have to impart to their groups, should be a 

spectacular year.  It was my good fortune to get to 

meet all these super ladies. 



   We are trying to keep all members informed through 

ÖÜÙɯɁ3ÏÙÌÈËɯ ÍÍÈÐÙȮɂɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÞÌɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÒÌÌ×ɯ

your email and mailing address current.  

   ASG respects your privacy and will not sell informa-

tion to others. If you move or change  your Internet Ser-

vice Provider (ISP) or find a mistake on your information 

please make corrections on the ASG website.  

Log onto www.ASG.org ȮɯÌÕÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯɁ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯ.ÕÓàɂɯ

area.  When prompted type in the username and pass-

word.  

Click on Change of Address/Chapter Form, near the 

lower center of the page.  Fill in the form making the nec-

essary changes. Your member ID is found on your mem-

bership card.  Be sure to click on the SUBMIT button.  

Changes in ASG Denver Communication  

 Our website is up and available to all members 

(asgdenvercolorado.com). The new website is user 

friendly, more informative, and great to view. Please 

log-on and check it out. 

   As you notice we now have a new format for the 

newsletter and it will be available to all members to 

down load on our website.  

   We are encouraging all members to download the 

newsletter. If you currently do not have access to the 

internet, please consider getting internet access so you 

can enjoy all the benefits of our new website.  

 

Changing Contact Information  
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ASG National Board has chosen the project Operation Care Package  making and sending U.S. Troops Drawstring Bags. 

You can learn more about them at www.operationcarepackage.org  

 

Note: ASG headquarters will not be receiving or shipping the bags. There will not be a drop off area for them during the 

2010 Conference. 

The bags can be sent at any time to:  

 

   Operation Care Package 

   611 Wilcox St. 

   Joliet, IL  60435 

 

Members, please report the number of bags sent to our Community Service Chair who will report the number to our 

chapter representative. 

The drawstring bag pattern (created for this project) has been designed by Laura Martell of  The Creative Thimble and you 

can access it from a link on the Community Service page of the ASG website or at  

http://www.thecreativethimble.com/FreePatterns/US%20Troops%20Bags.pdf  

 

Operation Care Package has requested that we enclose a note of appreciation thanking the recipient for their services. 

Once again, our friends at ScrapSmart have stepped up to support our project by designing a special appreciation label and 

a card that can be used to include a personal note with your bag. As soon as this is available, members will be alerted and 

a link will be available from the ASG national website.  

2010 ASG Community Service Project  

http://www.asg.org/
http://www.operationcarepackage.org/
http://www.thecreativethimble.com/FreePatterns/US%20Troops%20Bags.pdf
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  I just read a book which made 

me think of several of our mem-

bers in the Denver Chapter of the 

American Sewing Guild, for a 

number of reasons.  This histori-

cal fiction novel is based on the 

early history of Breckenridge and 

takes place in the early years of 

the Great Depression.  It is the 

story of a woman who lived in a 

mountain town (based on 

Breckenridge) beginning soon 

after the Civil War, and l ived 

there for 70 years.  She was a 

quilter, and much of this book 

involves her quilting and her 

memories as she tells the story of 

her l i fe while stitching and hik-

ing and just l iving in the moun-

tain beauty of Colorado.  

   It reminds me of our Craig la-

dies, living up in a remote part of 

the state but quilting and creating 

such beautiful things.  It reminds 

me of Liz Smith in her beautiful 

mountain valley home near Winter 

Park, and producing wonderfully 

crafted items. The stories in this 

book are funny and heartbreaking, 

engaging and sobering.  I cried at 

some and laughed at others! The 

quilting portions of this book are 

focused on a style of quilting that 

ÞÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÚÌÌɯÔÜÊÏɯÛÖËÈàɯɬ ÐÛɀÚɯÈÓÓɯ

about using the scraps they had, 

and whatever they could find for 

batting, in order to keep their 

families warm and making it alive 

through winters of bitter cold and 

snow.  

     I really recommend this 

book to anyone 

who loves quilt-

ing, mountains, 

history, stories 

of strong 

ÞÖÔÌÕȱÐÕɯ

short, any 

woman would 

love this book!  I found it at the 

College Hil l Library in Westmin-

ster, but would imagine that you 

can get it at your l ibrary.  Let me 

know what you think of it.  

Prayers for Sale by Sandra Dallas - Book Review by Jan McMinn  


