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   At the end of September 

2009, the ASG Denver Chap-

ter held the Fall Sewing Ex-

travaganza with a total of 38  

in attendance. An evaluation/

suggestion sheet was passed 

out and those in attendance 

were asked for input.  25 

forms were returned. All of 

the instructors were graded 

high and were appreciated 

for the time and effort they 

put in their presentations.  In 

addition to the evaluation of 

the instructors, members 

were asked for suggestions 

for programs, challenges, and 

general comments   Some of 

the program suggestions 

were a half day beading 

workshop, more quilting 

classes, fabric dyeing and a 

Project Runway like class to 

interest the younger people. 

If you have experience with 

these types of classes or more 

ideas, please contact Lu 

Rogers. 

   A few of the challenge ideas 

were; using denim, T-shirt 

remake, inner group competi-

tion, making our own name-

tags (a creative self portrait), 

each Neighborhood Group 

ȹ-&ȺɯÛÖɯɁÊÜÚÛÖÔɯÔÈÒÌɂɯÈɯ-&ɯ

tote bag to show membership 

in ASG, starting a SWAP 

Group to share at General 

Meetings (Sewing With A 

Purpose), making artistic 

trading cards to trade and I 

am sure there are more ideas.  

Anyone interested in one of 

the Challenges should contact 

the NG Coordinator or any 

member of the Board.   

   There appears to be some 

interest in starting a 

Neighborhood Group in the 

West side of Denver in 

Golden, Evergreen, and 

points in between. Please let 

Edie Petrock, ediepet-

rock@comcast.net, or Karen 

Marrill, 

kmarrill@hotmail.com,   

know if you are interested. 

   As of January 2010 we will 

return to monthly General 

Meetings, six on the odd 

months in the South end of 

Denver at 1st Plymouth Con-

gregational Church and five 

on the even months at a place 

to be announced on the North 

end of Denver. All meetings 

will be on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month. Suggestions for 

programs and speakers will 

gladly be received by Lu 

Rogers at lurogers@frii.com. 

   November 17, 2009, will be 

the Annual Meeting and 

Election. The ballot will come 

to you in a separate envelope 

with the request that you 

complete the ballot and re-

turn it to Sandy Schmaud-

erer, whose return address is 

printed on the reverse side, 

seal with tape, stamp and 

return by November 7, 2009.  

Please send in your ballot if 

you are not planning to at-

tend the North meeting. We 

need a quorum of the total 

membership to have a valid 

election. Be sure to complete 

the back of the form and sign 

it, it will not be valid without 

a signature.    In the same 

envelope will be the registra-

tion for Sew In which will be 

February 18ɬ21, 2009. 

   NG Leaders, please go to 

the website and click Dates 

on the home page.  It will 

take you to the calendar; you 

will then be able to check the 

dates and day of the week of 

your monthly meetings. If 

there is an error, please send 

the correct information to 

Janet Schindele at 

jaschinde@msn.com.  As 

Webmaster she is in charge of 

ÈÓÓɯÊÖÙÙÌÊÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ/ÓÌÈÚÌɯɁÊÊɂɯÛÏÌɯ

changes to me at 

jnsamm@msn.com.  Thank 

you, all of you, for your sup-

port and your continued con-

tributions to the Sewing 

World. 

Keep on Stitching 

Jacki  
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   Well, the year has sure flown by 

at my house! How about you??  I 

bet you thought you would get a 

lot of sewing done this year. How 

much have you actually accom-

plished??  If you are like me, 

probably a lot less than you 

planned to do. 

   What keeps us from sewing?  Life 

is so busy and demanding these 

days, it is a wonder we ever have 

ÛÐÔÌɯÛÖɯÚÌÞɯÈÛɯÈÓÓȭɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÒÐËÚɯ

at home anymore so I cannot blame 

the lost time on them. We did get a 

new puppy last year and he is very 

demanding so maybe l can say it is 

his fault I did not sew as much as I 

wanted to, but that is really not the 

reason.  I just got bogged down in 

the day to day events that seem to 

arise out of nowhere, even when I 

thought I had a clear week ahead 

of me.  So what is the answer to 

making better use of my time?  I 

think I will try using a planner next 

àÌÈÙɯÈÕËɯÚÌÌɯÐÍɯ(ɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌɯÐÕɯ

sewing time, instead of leaving it to 

when I THINK I will have time.  

Maybe if I actually set aside a day 

and block it out in my calendar I 

might make real time for sewing!  I 

hope that you can make time for 

sewing next year also.   

   It is that time of year when we 

say goodbye to the old board and 

look forward to the new board.  

Please be sure to VOTE, whether in 

person or by proxy ballot, as we 

MUST have a quorum in order to 

certify our election. Try to attend 

the annual November Election 

meeting too. We will have a fine 

program and some great treats. 

   It has been fun serving on the 

board again,  but I look forward to 

stepping down and giving some-

one else a chance to run the Guild. 

Thanks for the pleasure of serving 

all you talented and gifted ladies.  

   /ÓÌÈÚÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÍÖÙÎÌÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÕÌÞɯÖÕɯ
time. Even one day past your re-

newal date means you must pay a 

new member fee of $40. 

Keep Sewing! 
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Sandy Schmauderer 

VP, Membership 

Renewals for Nov : 

Ann  Barney  

Donnita Birchard  

Cherrie Compton  

Susan Duiker  

Judy Evans  

Julia Hume  

Susan King  

Edith Kramer  

Anne Lambert  

Anita Linquist  

Carol Mathews 

 Del McKerney-Rose 

Sydney Nelson  

Jean Elaine Parfet  

Sandy Parkerson  

Pat Pearce 

Donna Robinson  

Jean Simmons  

Marian Tinklenberg  

Linda Trumble 

Karen Turner 

Cindy Vincent  

Dee Webb  

Renewals for Dec 

Judy Ahlborn 

Annette Anthony  

Patti Askew  

Carole Bartholomew  

Joyce Carpenter 

Joyce Christianson  

Thomiana Davis  

Mary Jane Easley  

Barbara Elliot  

Sharon Gause  

Jane Hill 

Dona McGregor  

Diane Norton  

Joan Parker  

Carolyn Peterson 

Ann Poindexter  

Meaghan Read  

Phyllis Schroeder  

Linda Wilder  

Kathy Wilhite  

Hollis Wilson 
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  Is there one facet of sewing you 

ÓÖÝÌɯÔÖÙÌɯÛÏÈÕɯÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙȳɯ%ÖÙɯÔÌɯÐÛɀÚɯ

"ÖÜÛÜÙÌȱÐÛɯÛÙÜÓàɯÐÚɯÈÕɯ ÙÛɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɯ

combines the Art of design with the 

Art of technical perfection. That is 

why I study and research every vol-

ume written about couture. I also 

stare at the pictures so I can see how 

the lines, silhouettes, fabrics and 

techniques come together to make 

unforgettable garments. One of the 

earliest gowns pictured is of satin 

with velvet overlaid in Art Nou-

veau swirls from the House of 

Charles Frederick Worth from 

1898, while one of the most recent 

is a fringed knockout worn by ac-

tress Cate Blanchett. Couture has 

been enthralling us for over one 

hundred years. 

   One of the reasons that Couture 

is so beguiling is the designers them-

selvesɭthey, too, have star quality. 

As heads of the design houses, they 

create a signature look and market 

their personalities as much as the 

clothes they design. Throughout this 

ÝÖÓÜÔÌȮɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÐÕÛÙÐÎÜÐÕÎɯÚÏÖÙÛɯ

vignettes about such pioneers as 

Coco Chanel, Paul Poiret, Christian 

Dior, Gianni Versace, Jean Paul 

Gaultier, Yves Saint Laurent and Val-

entino. It is amazing how one silhou-

ÌÛÛÌȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ#ÐÖÙɀÚɯ-ÌÞɯ+ÖÖÒɯ!ÈÙÙɯ

suit with padded hips and sloped 

shoulders over a voluminous skirt 

can define an era, or how Chanel 

braid-trimmed slim suit can survive 

for more than five decades and still 

be recognizable as the height of fash-

ion. 

   (ÛɀÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÈÔÈáÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯ

who sew can learn couture draping 

secrets, hand sewing skills, beading 

techniques and design trends that 

allow us to heighten our sewing 

skills and pro-

duce quality 

garments that 

exceed any-

thing pur-

chased off the 

rack. It would 

be a dream to 

be able to fly off 

to France and 

have a wardrobe hand fitted, draped, 

and made to measure by a battery of 

ateliers, but in our own way, we who 

sew at home can do all these things 

ourselves, from choosing the fabrics 

to fitting the design, to cutting, 

marking, sewing, beading, pressing 

and blind stitching the hem. Couture 

is an Art, but so is teaching yourself 

how to make a whole garment from 

start to finish. I love to read every 

book I can find on how to improve 

my techniques and create beautiful 

clothing. 

   While The Art of Couture Sewing 

will inspire you to marvel over cou-

ture photos and techniques, I must 

share my disappointment regarding 

its lack of originality. Many of the 

comments, such as information 

about Jeanne Paquin, Elsa Schiapar-

elli, and technical information about 

hand sewing and beading seem all-

too-familiar. Many of these sections 

closely reproduce other couture 

ÞÖÙÒÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯ"ÓÈÐÙÌɯ2ÏÈÌÍÍÌÙɀÚɯɯCou-

ture Sewing Techniques without citing 

the source authors. As such, the vol-

ume lacks academic rigor since there 

is no bibliography of works con-

sulted or research resources. The lack 

of an index in a book over three hun-

dred pages long also makes it diffi-

cult to locate essential information. 

6ÏÐÓÌɯ-ÜËÌÓÔÈÕɀÚɯÝÖÓÜÔÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌɯ

relied upon as a sole resource for 

couture sewing, consider consulting 

it when you want to add couture 

touches to your repertoire and your 

closet.  

  

Sewing with Joy 

Review by Dr. Joy Landeira 

Zoya Nudelman, The Art of Couture Sewing. NY: Fairchild Books, 2009. 384 pages, $ 83.00. ISBN 13:978-1-56367-539-3. 
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Neighborhood Groups 



New Yorkôs Garment District - October 2009 by Jan McMinn 
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  Recently, Janet Schindele and I 

were lucky enough to travel to 

Manhattan in New York City.  

)ÈÕÌÛɀÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯ,ÐÚÛÐɯÓÐÝÌÚɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯ

and we stayed with her while we 

visited. She lives just a few blocks 

from the area of Manhattan 

known as the garment district.  

For many years, this relatively 

small area served as 

the fashion center of 

the United States.  

From initial design to 

end retail sale, every-

thing happened in the 

garment district.  De-

signers worked to 

plan garments, pur-

chased the fabric, 

hired workshops to perform the 

manufacturing, and then sold the 

garments, all in this square mile 

of the city.  There were multiple 

small workhouses where every-

ÛÏÐÕÎɯÏÈ××ÌÕÌËȭɯɯȹ8ÖÜɀÝÌɯ×ÙÖÉÈɪ

bly seen pictures of the men roll-

ing loaded racks of garments 

from the shops to the retail estab-

lishments.) 

  Sadly, as the manufacturing of 

garments has headed outside the 

garment district, and especially 

outside the United States, the area 

has decreased in importance.  De-

signers work everywhere now, 

and many of the clothes sold in 

retail are not made in the US, let 

alone in the garment district.  

However, one thing that can still 

be found in the garment district 

are fabric stores ɬ multiple, many, 

marvelous FABRIC STORES!  

Some are spacious areas with 

well-arranged displays of all 

types of fabric.  Others are tiny, 

hidden warehouse rooms tucked 

away down the hallway of an in-

dustrial building.  In some, you 

must step over and around fabric 

just to fight your way to the back 

of the store. 

  Janet and I had two glorious 

days wandering the streets of the 

district.  There are dozens of 

shops ranging in size from what a 

large walk in closet would be, all 

the way up to half the floor of a 

large building.  Many were retail 

as well as wholesale, and there 

were trim, button, zipper and no-

tions shops, too.  We were able to 

find some incredible bargains on 

some beautiful fabric, like the 

wool-ÊÈÚÏÔÌÙÌɯÉÓÌÕËɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÜÚÌɯ

for coats, the great pieces for 

pants, and some pretty knits for 

dresses.  All in all, this was two 

days of GARMENT FABRIC 

HEAVEN! 

  We also saw Parsons Design 

School, where Project Runway/

NYC has been filmed, and we vis-

ited Mood Fabrics, where the con-

testants purchase all their fabric 

for their challenges. 

  Janet and I bought so much fab-

ric the first day that we had to 

ÏÈÝÌɯ)ÈÕÌÛɀÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯÌÔ×Ûàɯ

the biggest rolling suitcase, 

and meet us with our pur-

chases.  I would have been 

embarrassed by that but no 

one knew me and I was 

more interested in whether 

we were going to be able to 

get all this shipped back on our 

airline tickets or not!  There are so 

many wonderful things to see 

and do in New York City, but this 

was uniquely a once-in-a-lifetime 

trip to a place of my dreams! 

   Check out some pictures of our 

trip on the website at 

www.asgdenvercolorado.com. 
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Neighborhood Group Coordinator Liz Smith 

NEIGHBORHOOD GROUP TIP LINE  

* Tissue paper is wonderful to keep your iron and ironing board free of iron-on sticky stuff.  Just    

put paper down, your project, then another layer of tissue and press.  The paper will not burn and 

you can use either dry or steam. 

 ɖɯɯ$ÓÔÌÙɀÚɯ2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÎÓÜÌɯÐÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÙÐÓàɯÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯÍÈÉÙÐÊɯÐÕɯ×ÓÈÊÌȭɯɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÞÈÚÏÈÉÓÌɯÈÕËɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯ

stain.  Just apply a thin line to fabric and then press lightly with a dry iron.  It will just pop apart if 

any adjustments are needed 

*  Rubber matting (used for your kitchen cabinets) makes a good mat for your sewing machine and 

serger.  It will keep them from moving around, you can also use it under your foot petal. 

*  When serging two uneven lengths, always serge the short layer on top ɬ the under layer will al-

ways ease in when serged. 

     *  If  you have problems threading needles, wet the back of the eye of the needle, the moisture will 

draw the thread through the eye. 
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Your ASG membership more 

than pays for itself when you 

take advantage of the many 

generous discounts and other 

offers from our industry sup-

porters. Over 65 Special Of-

fers from ASG sponsors and 

advertisers in the Fall issue of 

"Notions" have just been 

posted on the ASG Web site 

(www.asg.org). That includes 

13 updated offers, plus 9 

brand new listings . The 

complete list includes: 

** 10-to-30% online and in-

store discounts from 15 

fabric sources, including 5 

all -new offers 

** once-a-year 20% dis-

count on popular scissors 

and scissors sets, perfect 

gifts for sewing sisters  

** FREE admission to sew-

ing festivals in Pomona, 

California and Puyallup 

and Vancouver, Washing-

ton 

** 10-to-40% discounts on 

hundreds of machine em-

broidery designs  

** other NEW offers from:  

    Claire Shaeffer: 1/3 off the 

original price for "Historic 

Dress for Modern Design" 

workshop      

L.J. Designs: special 20% dis-

count until November 30 only 

ScrapSmart: FREE downloads 

of labels for the ASG 2010 

Community Service Project, 

plus coordinating gift cards 

and envelopes 

    Sewing Place: special 30% 

discount on fabric until No-

vember 30 only 

    Sylvia Sewing Cabinets: 

12% off already discounted 

online prices for sewing furni-

ture 

    Vogue Fabrics: 20% off ec-

clesiastical church brocades, 

just in time for the holidays  

** other 20% discounts 

from:   

    Colonial Needle   

    Hip Line Media 

    Lorraine Torrence Designs 

    Mill Direct Textiles 

    ScrapSmart 

    Sew News 

    SewkeysE 

    Threads 

    Vogue Fabrics 

** and FREE product with 

purchase from: 

   Button Queen 

    Hugo's Amazing Tape 

    Wildly Wonderful Wear-

ables 

All of these Special Offers 

are available ONLY to ASG 

members, and many are NOT 

printed in "Notions" ads, 

ONLY LISTED ON THE 

ASG WEB SITE. Please take 

advantage of them! These 

companies need to know 

that you appreciate their 

support.  

To see these offers, log onto 

www.asg.org and click on 

"Members Only." At the 

prompt, enter Name: sewing 

and Password: friends (both 

words lowercase). Once you 

are in the Members Only area, 

click on "Special Offers." 

There you'll find discounts on 

sewing products, publications 

and events, free shipping, and 

lots more. If you haven't vis-

ited the Special Offers page of 

the ASG Web site lately, do it 

now! It's just one more reason 

it really "pays" to be an ASG 

member! 

  

PAY FOR YOUR ASG MEMBERSHIP WITH ASG SPECIAL OFFERS!!! 



NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING RATES 

1.  Inserts are 24 cents each, plus a $25 fee.  Advertiser must provide the insert ready to mail. 

2.  1/2 page -- $200/year (6 issues) 

                       $120/half-year (3 issues) 

3.  1/4 page -- $150/year 

                       $95/half-year 

4.  1/8 page -- $90/year 

                       $65/half-year 

5.  Business cards - $60/year  

6.  Classified ads for non-members are $10 for the first 32 words and then 10 cents a word.   

7.   Classified ads for members are free for the first 32 words and 10 cents a word after that. 

  Please call 303-469-7766 or email: jaschinde@msn.com to place an ad.   

  Checks should be made out to American Sewing GuildɭDenver Chapter and be sent to ASGɭP. O. 

Box 5, Broomfield, CO 80221-1215. 

  Ads will not be printed until payment is received. 

                      Deadline for next newsletter is 

         December 14, 2009 
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Advertising Rates 

CALLING ALL MEMBERS  

   The website needs your help.  We want sewing projects that our members have 

completed to put on the website.  Please include the name of the project, easy step 

by step instructions, pictures and/or hand drawn illustrations showing the steps of 

the project (simple is fine), fabric and notions needed for the project and a picture of 

the finished project.  All pictures need to be sent to me in jpg.  If you are unsure 

how to do this either find a friend or member of your NG who is familiar with com-

puters OR call me at 303-469-7766 at home, 720-936-7766 on my cell phone or email 

me at jachinde@msn.com and I will help you.   



Annual Chapter Meeting 
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General Meetings Are Back! 
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Notions and Advertisements 

Advisory Board Meetings 

Meets on the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ#ÌÕÕàɀÚɯÈÛɯ

79th and Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada. Everyone is welcome to attend these 

meetings. Next meeting will be November 9, 2009. 

Thread Affair Deadline 

The Denver Chapter Thread Affair is published six times a year for the 

members of the Denver Chapter of the American Sewing Guild, P.O. Box 

5, Broomfield, CO 80021-1215.  The next deadline for the Thread Affair 

will be Monday, December 14, 2009.  Call, mail or e-mail your information 

to Janet Schindele, 3177 W. 132nd Court, Broomfield, CO 80021-1215, 303-

469-7766, jaschinde@msn.com. 

                                           ADVISORY BOARD 2009 

Elected Position (5) 

   President – Jacki Sammons………………………………...…...303-424-8367 

   E-mail……………………………… ………………….....….jnsamm@msn.com 

   1st Vice President/Membership 

    Sandy Schmauderer……………………..………………...…….720-887-1309 

    E-mail………………………………………...…………....sschma49@aol.com 

    2nd Vice President/Special Events 

    Lu Rogers…………………………..…………………...………...720-566-9694 

    E-mail……………………….……………………...………….lurogers@frii.com 

    Secretary 

    Cheri Begin………………...……………...………..………….....303-412-0929 

    E-mail………………………...………..……………...cheribegin@hotmail.com  

    Treasurer  

    Cheryl Holiday…..………………...…………….........................303-438-9081 

    E-mail……………………..……………………...………..CWHSews@aol.com 

Appointed Committee Chairperson 

    Community Service -Sue Eich…….……….……...……….…..303-751-2108 

    E-mail…………………………………………………...………...s.eich@att.net 

    Sandy Schmauderer…………………………………...…….…..720-887-1309 

    Historian – Vacant 

    Neighborhood Group Coordinator  

    Liz Smith……….…………………………………………...….….970-887-9093 

    E-mail………………….……….…………………...Lizsmithsews@yahoo.com 

    Newsletter Editor - Janet Schindele……………………….…..303-469-7766 

    E-mail…………………………………………………... …jaschinde@msn.com 

    Publicity – Vacant 

    Retail Liaison South – Vacant 

    Retail Liaison North – Vacant 

    Sew Away - Pat Pearce….……………………  ………....……970-824-3324 

    E-mail….…………………………………………………....ppatty@wildblue.net 

    Mid Winter Sew-In 

    Jacki Sammons………………………  …..……………………..303-424-8367 

    E-mail……………………..…………….…………………...jnsamm@msn.com  

    Website Manager Liaison  - Janet Schindele….………...…..303-469-7766 

    CSU Liaisons 

    Jacki Sammons……………………………………………….…..303-424-8367 

    E-mail……….………………………………………………..jnsamm@msn.com 

    Liz Smith………………………………………………….………..970-887-9093 

    E– mail………………………………………………..lizsmithsews@yahoo.com 

    ASG Region 3 Representative. 

    Barbara Cortez…………………………………………. barbara@asg.org 

 

         TAUNTON PRESS DISCOUNT 
 

    ORDER a minimum of any  10 items to receive 

the 50% off pricing. (magazines not included). 

   Taunton Press is offering  ASG chapters an op-

portunity to purchase any of their  books, dvds, 

& dvd sets at 50% off the website retail price (not 

sale prices).  This discounted price is ONLY 

AVAILABLE thru ASG chapters, and NOT on the 

website.   Visit Taunton 

Press  www.taunton.com\shop  to see all of 

the  products. 

   You can also order any of the Fine Cooking, 

Homebuilding, Woodworking DVD-ROM sets, 

or other books, & dvds on the website through 

your chapter.  It's a GREAT 'benefit' of being 

ASG!  

http://


The Denver Chapter 

P.O. Box 5, Broomfield, CO 80021-1215             www.asgdenvercolorado.com 

If you are not a member, this is being sent to those who expressed an interest in the American Sewing Guild or one of the Denver Chapter’s special events. 

Is your membership 

about to expire? Please 

check your mailing label 

and renew today. 


